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Introduction

This document sets out the drivers behind membership of the GiGL partnership and the benefits to your organisation. The links in the above box will direct you straight to the relevant part of this document
What are the drivers behind being a partner in Greenspace Information for Greater London?

Greenspace Information for Greater London (GiGL), the capital’s environmental records centre, assists its partners and customers in understanding and auditing London’s natural environment. We provide access to services run by highly skilled staff that utilise relevant data management, mapping and analysis software to provide you with answers to your requirements. GiGL is a not-for-profit partnership hosted by London Wildlife Trust.
The areas of work that our datasets and services inform include:

1. Climate change adaptation

2. Community awareness 
3. Formal education
4. Green infrastructure
5. Reporting and control of invasive species

6. Land management 
7. Local / regional biodiversity action plans

8. Planning policy and development control

9. Strategic planning

10. Transport network maintenance

Various policies and Acts of Parliament now require public bodies to have regard for biodiversity in all aspects of their work, including the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006. Ongoing membership of GiGL is a straightforward way to demonstrate regard for biodiversity and ensure you have access to an up to date evidence base on London’s biodiversity and open spaces, as advocated recently in the Lawton Review 2010. 
There are links to relevant documents by ALGE, LBP and CABE Space at the end of this document that outline your data requirements and suggest solutions. 

The data GiGL make available under the data exchange agreement cover your organisation’s geographic remit plus a buffer in order that sites and areas near your boundaries e.g. areas of deficiency in access to nature or public open space are also included. Many of the monitoring products and statistical analyses that we undertake for partners involve setting your organisation, or its geographic remit into the regional context, so you also benefit from data improvements elsewhere in London and further afield.

Many of our partners are responsible for managing or overseeing the management of sites within their remit. GiGL data can be used to support the designation of new sites or change the designation of existing sites. Importantly, the GiGL open space, habitat and species information provided to you gives you access to all available data for those sites, so not only data that belong to your organisation, but all the other contributors too including London’s species experts, members of the public and other GiGL partners. 

To ensure your geographic remit is well represented at a London and UK-wide level, it’s also useful to ensure GiGL’s data holdings reflect data that you own, and that you feedback any change information for sites. This could include the creation of new facilities or habitats on sites or the loss of sites to development. The more up to date the data, the better the local, regional and consequently national reporting for your area.

Provision of your data to other GiGL partners and customers is also an important but often overlooked service. Requests under the Freedom of Information Act and Environmental Information Regulations can be passed on to the GiGL team to deal with on your behalf. Less formal enquiries, including from members of the public, consultants, students and other GiGL partners can also be passed on to us, saving you time, and ensuring the enquirer gains access to the information they require in accordance with GiGL’s Accessing Data Policy and data use licences. Direct enquiries to GiGL will also contain your data alongside hundreds of other sources, giving the end users the access to the best available information for their area of interest. This also makes sure that your interests are represented in London-wide research, reporting and in some instances, funding provision.
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The benefits of being a GiGL partner 
If you access data via GiGL you will benefit from the formal and informal survey work of a wide range of London’s biodiversity and open space experts. In addition, the team of staff at GiGL work closely with colleagues in environmental records centres and other relevant organisations throughout the UK in order to keep abreast of the ever increasing potential of the partnership’s data, and to develop new standards and services to maximise on them. The cost of running GiGL, a not-for-profit partnership, is shared between our partners and customers and is by far the most cost-effective and reliable means of enabling evidence-based decision making for each end user of our services. Our services and data are not available to any organisations outside of a current service level agreement or data exchange agreement.

In addition, GiGL also has a role as the local delivery partner of the National Biodiversity Network (NBN). The NBN’s ‘A Strategy for the National Biodiversity Network: 2010-2020’ states that eventually ‘all biological records, from all sources*, will be accessible from the NBN Gateway, either directly or through the means of web services. Expertise in the local importance of the data will be through local records centres**.’ Essentially this means that you will also be able to access the London data contributed to the NBN Gateway by national species experts via GiGL services.

*  including the GiGL partnership’s data, where permission to supply to the NBN is given by the data owners
** GiGL in Greater London’s case
What your funding covers
For any of the service level agreements that are available, you gain access to the expertise of the GiGL team, steering group and advisory group members, and individual partners for the entire financial year. You also have access to the most up to date environmental data resource for Greater London, with many of the datasets supplied to partners being updated on an ongoing basis. 

The equivalent funding of an entry-level SLA would enable you to employ an additional member of staff for approximately 2 weeks per year* to cover similar services including sourcing, inputting, managing and analysing data from all the organisations and individuals who are working in your geographic remit.
GiGL’s recent work breaks down into the following key areas (with percentage time spent by staff and key volunteers):

· Professional data acquisition and integration (29%)

· Data entry using national standards such as Recorder 6 and the National Biodiversity Network’s species dictionary
· Ensuring GiGL employs UK standards for data management and access, through engaging with the Association of Local Environmental Records Centres (ALERC) and the National Biodiversity Network (NBN)

· Management and strategic work (21%)

· Relationship building, particularly with expert voluntary recording groups, new funding partners and customers

· Representation on National Federation for Biological Recording Council

· Representation on ALERC Accreditation Steering Group

· Representation on NBN Strategy Implementation Group 
· Regular meetings of our Open Space Data Advisory Group, Recorders Advisory Group, Steering Group and consultation with other key fora to ensure the GiGL team are aware of any relevant local, regional and national initiatives, and to ensure best practice.
· Data supply (21%)

· Provision of standard and bespoke datasets and associated services to all partners
· Additional work (17%)
· Participation in local and regional BAP partnerships
· Improving systems and consequently efficiency
· Work for species recorders (including data entry) (9%)
· Site selection, reporting and data management (3%)
* Based on salary figures from the Local Government Association Survey in 2008/09 plus additional employment costs.

How to maximise on the benefits of your SLA?
It is important to emphasise that this is a collaborative partnership arrangement rather than a client/contractor relationship. As a GiGL partner your feedback and input are very important to GiGL’s success, and there are several ways in which our more active partners ensure they’re getting best value each year:
· Stay in touch with the GiGL team
· Familiarise yourself with GiGL policies and process documents
· Read the GiGL newsletter to stay abreast of new services that may be relevant to you
· Collaborate with the team on developing new services where your needs aren’t currently met

· Feed back and input to GiGL’s ongoing development via the GiGL team, Steering Group or relevant advisory group
· Ensure your colleagues in other departments are aware of GiGL and the services that are relevant to them

Overview of datasets and services provided by GiGL team to GiGL partners*

Datasets



*For examples of how to use these datasets within your organisation, please read ALGE’s ‘Biodiversity Data Needs for Local Authorities and National Park Authorities’, or speak to a member of the GiGL team who will discuss your requirements with you and give you ideas as to how other GiGL partners have utilised the data previously.

Services

Further reading:
1. Association of Local Government Ecologists - Biodiversity Data Needs for Local Authorities and National Park Authorities 
2. London Biodiversity Partnership – Duty Bound? Biodiversity conservation in London boroughs – expanding the agenda
3. Report to Defra – Making Space for Nature: a Review of England’s Wildlife Sites and Ecological Network (Lawton Review)
4. CLG – Consultation Paper on a New Planning Policy Statement Planning for a Natural and Healthy Environment
5. Landscape Institute - Green infrastructure: connected and multifunctional landscapes
6. CABE Space – Open Space Strategies – Best Practice Guidance
7. CABE Space – Urban Green Nation: Building the Evidence Base
8. CABE Space – The Green Information Gap: Mapping the Nation’s Green Spaces
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London-wide datasets available from GiGL and elsewhere on the web (Magic etc)


SAC, SPA and Ramsar dataset and citations


SSSI dataset and citations


LNR dataset and citations





London-wide datasets only available to GiGL partners (ongoing update and management)


Non-statutory sites:


SINC dataset and citations (developed in partnership with the Greater London Authority and the Local Wildlife Sites Board)


Areas of Deficiency In Access to Nature dataset  (developed in partnership with the Greater London Authority and the Local Wildlife Sites Board)


Public Open Space dataset (developed in partnership with the Greater London Authority)


Areas of Deficiency in Access to Public Open Space dataset (developed in partnership with the Greater London Authority)





Site-based data:


Habitat dataset, including:


GLA habitats – comprehensive coverage (all sites over 0.25 hectares)


BAP habitats


BAP habitat condition assessment (developed in partnership with London Biodiversity Partnership)


BAP habitat suitability dataset (developed in partnership with London Biodiversity Partnership)


Open space dataset (this will also form part of All London Green Grid evidence base)


Capital Woodlands Data Model


Mayor’s Priority Areas for Street Tree Planting data model


Private garden dataset (OS licence dependent) 





Location-based data:


Species dataset, including:


Invasive species subset (developed in partnership with London Invasive Species Initiative, LISI)


Protected species subset


Street Tree dataset (developed in partnership with London Tree Officers Association and TfL)


Green and brown roof installations (only available to organisations who are partners in Livingroofs.org and GiGL)





Datasets under development for use by partners


Integrated Habitat Survey (I.H.S) habitat dataset (mapping habitats as polygons)


Project CLARE, Connecting London’s Amphibian & Reptile Environments (in partnership with ARC and LWT)











Data-based services provided to partners


Data entry – inputting and centralisation of existing data from original format (paper, electronic file)


Metadatabase – a digital catalogue of biodiversity survey information for London


Data validation and verification – checking of completeness and accuracy of identification of records


Bespoke maps showing species distribution, habitats, open space etc


Statistics to support annual monitoring requirements (currently COI8 and NI197)


Data audit / gap analysis to help target available resources for new surveys


Site-based data search report


Linking biodiversity and open space data to socio-economic data to demonstrate public benefits (health, recreation, well-being etc)





Additional services supplied to partners


What’s In My Back Yard – web portal displaying species information (general public target audience)


Training – how to submit data to GiGL (for colleagues and local groups / volunteers)


Training – how to make the most of GiGL data services


Presentations – to engage colleagues, local groups and other contacts in improving your data holdings and use of GiGL services


Survey forms – development and hosting of bespoke web forms for use in public surveys, and analysis of the results


Project development advice and guidance


Secure back-up of partners’ original electronic files and collated database


Contract annexes setting out how to supply results of commissioned surveys


Analysis of GiGL datasets against broader environmental datasets including heat island effect, air pollution, and noise





Future services for partners


Supporting information for open space strategies


Supporting information for open space awards, e.g. Green Flag


iGiGL – web-based data access tool incorporating WildWeb, park portal and All London Green Grid functionality – providing access to open space and environmental infrastructure data


Planning screening tool – allowing local authorities to screen all planning applications against the GiGL partnership data holdings and standing advice
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