Biodiversity Evidence

Better Outcomes from Planning

Supported by the Mayor of London

In 2016, a project by the Mayor of London concluded that about
18% of planning applications in a one year period in London
should have been supported by a GiGL biodiversity data search.

However, only 1% of applications that were validated were ac-
companied by a GiGL data search during the same period.

The project examines how Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) are
currently considering biodiversity in their planning process.

It will identify best practice approaches for the use of biodiversity
data to support planning officers, but it will also identify challeng-
es and needs in relation to biodiversity matters in planning.

Tailored guidance material and training events will be delivered to
support LPAs in taking into account biodiversity in the planning
process and achieve better outcomes for biodiversity.
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GiGL data and services at different planning stages

Pre-application

» Design considerations for biodiversity
 Biodiversity mitigation hierarchy

* Impacts, constraints and opportunities

* Proportionality

» Undertaking ecological surveys and assessments
* Preparing ecological reports

Stage 1

Validation and Registration
« Submission of adequate information

Decision-Making N
» Making decisions based on adequate information

» Consultation over planning applications

» Requesting further information

» Resolving outstanding issues Y,

Determination

» Planning conditions
Stage 4 - Planning obligations

» Other consent regimes

Implementation A
* Protecting biodiversity during construction

* Long-term management

« Ecological monitoring Y.

Biodiversity Hotspots for Planning (BHP) in Greater London

Dataset creation date:
2 October 2019

Biodiversity Hotspots for Planning is an
open dataset indicating where records of
2, protected and priority species, sites and

A habitats are present and most concentrat-
' ed in Greater London.
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Adapted from British Standard 42020 Biodiversity-Code of practice for planning and development
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GiGL’s new habitat database will provide
greater opportunities to better monitor, un-
derstand and improve the habitat land-
scape.
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This has the potential of enabling services
related to the design, implementation and

continued monitoring of work for delivering
Biodiversity Net Gain.
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GiGL’s data search service is tailored to the requirements of con-
sultants and other commercial users and provides comprehensive
biodiversity and open space information for a specific area of
Greater London.

Partners can also ask for tailored data searches or help with queries. Examples of requests for
data or mapping include: bespoke maps showing species distribution, habitats, open space; site
-based data search report; linking biodiversity and open space data to socio-economic data.
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GiGL partners have access to full resolution data from their geo-
graphic area (plus a buffer zone) as part of a quarterly data ex-
change and via specific ad hoc data requests to the GiGL team.
Many of the datasets GiGL manage inform the planning process.
Protected and notable species observations and designated
sites information provide baseline data to consult as part of local
decision making.

Stage 4

Based on species data and local knowledge partners can identify areas where targeted species
specific enhancements would be most beneficial for species. This trigger can inform planning
officers that species specific enhancements could be conditioned for certain developments.
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The Chartered Institute for Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM) requires its mem-
bers to share data with Local Environmental Records Centres (LERC). At determination of the
planning application, best practice ensures delivery of any new environmental data to the
LERC, to keep records up to date. This could be enforced via the local planning conditions.
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l Greenspace Information for Greater London CIC
the capital’'s environmental records centre

www.gigl.org.uk
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