
Biodiversity
Evidence -  
Better Outcomes
from Planning

E X T E RNA L  R E SOUR C E S

COMP I L A T I O N

Based upon the Ordnance Survey 1: 10 000 map 
© Crown Copyright and database right 2020. 

Ordnance Survey 100032216 GLA.September 2020



Version 1, updated September 2020 

External resources compilation 

In this document we have compiled resources and useful webpages on various aspects related to 

biodiversity and planning. This resource is primarily for London’s planners and aims to have in one 

place the information they might need when looking into biodiversity matters in development 

management but also strategic planning. There are several ways to look for the required 

information, such as based on topic (from the quick links below) or keywords. Resources for each 

category are sorted based on the year of publication.  

At the end of this document there is a compilation of London’s Species and Habitat Action Plans. 

These were prepared by the London Biodiversity Partnership, mostly in the early to mid-2000s, and 

though they could be a useful resource they may contain some outdated information.  

 

This is part of a series of resources prepared by the “Biodiversity Evidence – Better Outcomes from 

Planning” project aiming to support London’s Local Planning Authorities to achieve better outcomes 

for biodiversity through planning. The project is hosted by Greenspace Information for Greater 

London CIC and supported by the Mayor of London. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abbreviations 

ALGE: Association of Local Government Ecologists 

BCT: Bat Conservation Trust 

CEH: Centre for Ecology and Hydrology 

CIEEM: Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management 

CIRIA: Construction Industry Research and Information Association 

DEFRA: Department for Environment Food & Rural Affairs 

GiGL: Greenspace Information for Greater London CIC 

IEMA: Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment 

ILP: Institution of Lighting Professionals 

JNCC: Joint Nature Conservation Committee 

LNHS: London Natural History Society 

PTES: People’s Trust for Endangered Species 

RSPB: Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

RTPI: Royal Town Planning Institute 

ZSL: Zoological Society of London 

  

https://www.gigl.org.uk/london-bap-priority-species/#:~:text=Species%20Action%20Plans%201%20Bats.%20London%20is%20home,7%20Stag%20beetle.%20...%208%20Water%20vole.%20
https://www.gigl.org.uk/planning-projects/londons-biodiversity-action-plan/london-bap-priority-habitats/?highlight=species%20action%20plans
https://www.gigl.org.uk/planning-projects/biodiversity-evidence/#:~:text=%20Biodiversity%20Evidence%20%E2%80%93%20Better%20Outcomes%20from%20Planning,involves%20collecting%20information%20from%20London%E2%80%99s%20LPAs...%20More%20
https://www.gigl.org.uk/planning-projects/biodiversity-evidence/#:~:text=%20Biodiversity%20Evidence%20%E2%80%93%20Better%20Outcomes%20from%20Planning,involves%20collecting%20information%20from%20London%E2%80%99s%20LPAs...%20More%20
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Quick links to Topics 

General 

Badgers 

Bats 

Bats & Lighting 

Biodiversity Net Gain 

Birds 

Dormice 

Ecological Consultants, professional standards and ecological reports 

Flora/ Plants 

Green Infrastructure 

Habitats 

Ancient woodland, ancient trees & veteran trees 

Hedgehogs 

Herpetofauna (Reptiles & Amphibians) 

Invasive species 

Invertebrates 

Other 

Validation 

Water voles 

Habitats Action Plans 

Species Action Plans 
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General 
Guidelines/Resources Keywords Organisation Year Region 

Natural England explanatory 
note for local planning 
authorities on clause 9.3 and 
annex d6.1 of bs42020:2013 
Planning conditions and 
European protected species 
Licences. Link 

European protected 
species, licensing, 
licensing, tests, 
condition, offence, 
wildlife crime 

Natural England 2020 England 

Biodiversity in Planning – 
Obligations and opportunities 
to promote biodiversity 
through the UK planning 
systems Link 

Biodiversity, 
obligations, 
opportunities, case 
studies, overview 

Partnership for 
Biodiversity in 
Planning, RTPI 

2019 UK 

Construction near protected 
areas and wildlife Link 

Protected areas, 
protected species, 
SSSI, SAC, SPA, 
Ramsar, standing 
advice 

Standing advice, 
Natural England, 
DEFRA 

2018 England 

Protected species: how to 
review planning applications 
Link 

Protected species, 
species surveys, 
mitigation, 
compensation, 
standing advice 

Standing advice, 
Natural England, 
DEFRA 

2016 England 

Biodiversity duty: public 
authority duty to have regard 
to conserving biodiversity Link 

Biodiversity duty Natural England, 
DEFRA 

2014 England 

European Protected Species 
and the Planning Process 
(NE292) - Natural England’s 
Application of the 
‘Three Tests’ to Licence 
Applications Link 

European Protected 
Species, three tests, 
licence 

Natural England 2010 England 

 

Top 

 

 

  

https://mk0partnersdevooxv4n.kinstacdn.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/15/2020/02/NE-EPS-Explanatory-Note-for-BS42020.pdf
https://www.biodiversityinplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/biodiversityinplanningpracticeadvice2019-15.11.19.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/construction-near-protected-areas-and-wildlife
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/protected-species-how-to-review-planning-applications
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/biodiversity-duty-public-authority-duty-to-have-regard-to-conserving-biodiversity
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/113030
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Badgers 
Guidelines/Resources Keywords Organisation Year Region 

Badgers: surveys and 
mitigation for development 
projects Link 

Badgers, survey, 
mitigation, 
compensation, 
methods, standing 
advice 

Standing Advice, 
Natural England, 
DEFRA 

2015 England 

Badgers: protection and 
licences Link 

Badgers, licence Natural England, 
DEFRA 

2015 England 

Badgers and development – A 
Guide to Best Practice and 
Licensing (Interim guidance) 
Link  

Badgers, best 
practice, licence 

Natural England 2011 England 

Badgers and development 
Link 

Badgers, licence, 
avoidance 

Natural England 2002 England 

 

Top  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/badgers-surveys-and-mitigation-for-development-projects
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/badgers-protection-surveys-and-licences
http://www.wildlifeco.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/badgers-and-development.pdf
http://www.badgerland.co.uk/help/en_badgers_development.pdf
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Bats 
Guidelines/Resources Keywords Organisation Year Region 

Bat Conservation Trust 
Professional Training 
Standards Interim 2nd edition  
Link 

Bats, bat surveys, 
surveys, training, 
standards 

BCT 2020 UK 

Bats: surveys and mitigation 
for development projects Link 

Bats, surveys, 
mitigation, standing 
advice 

Standing Advice, 
Natural England, 
DEFRA 

2020 England 

Reviewing the evidence on 
mitigation strategies for bats 
in buildings: informing best-
practice for policy makers and 
practitioners Link 

Bats, buildings, 
mitigation 

CIEEM, University 
of Exeter, 
University of the 
West of England 

2018 UK 

Bat Surveys for Professional 
Ecologists: Good Practice 
Guidelines (3rd edition)  Link 

Bats, bat surveys, 
guidelines, PEA, 
Preliminary 
ecological appraisal, 
roost inspection, 
emergence, re-entry, 
licence 

BCT 2016 UK 

What to Expect from a Bat 
Survey: A Guide for UK 
Homeowners Link 

Bats, surveys, 
homeowners 

CIEEM 2016 UK 

London Bat Atlas Link & Link Bats, species, atlas, 
London 

London Bat Group, 
GiGL 

2015 London 

Landscape and Urban design 
for bats and biodiversity Link 

Bats, biodiversity, 
landscape, urban 
design, 
enhancements 

BCT 2012 UK 

Bat roost creation 
opportunities in Greater 
London Link 

Bats, roosts, artificial, 
London 

London 
Biodiversity 
Partnership 

2005 London 

Bat Mitigation Guidelines Link Bats, mitigation, 
guidelines 

Natural England 2004 England 

Habitat management for bats 
Link 

Bats, habitat 
management 

JNCC 2001 UK 

Managing trees and woodland 
for bats in London Link 

Bats, woodland, 
management, 
London 

Forestry 
Commission 

- London 

 

Top 

  

https://cdn.bats.org.uk/images/PTS-Interim-2nd-edition-2020_200608_151858.pdf?mtime=20200608161858&focal=none
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/bats-surveys-and-mitigation-for-development-projects
https://cieem.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Reviewing_the_evidence_on_mitigation_strategies_for_bats_in_buildings_Final_report_May_2018.pdf
https://cdn.bats.org.uk/pdf/Resources/Bat_Survey_Guidelines_2016_NON_PRINTABLE.pdf?mtime=20181115113931&focal=none
https://cieem.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Bat_Survey_Guidlines_for_UK_Home_Owners.pdf
https://www.gigl.org.uk/atlas/london-bat-atlas/
http://www.bexleywildlife.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/London-Bat-Atlas.pdf
https://cdn.bats.org.uk/pdf/Our%20Work/Landscape_and_urban_design_for_bats_and_biodiversityweb.pdf?mtime=20181101151349&focal=none
http://downloads.gigl.org.uk/website/bat_roost%20creation_in_GL.pdf
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140605171643/http:/publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/69046?category=31008
http://data.jncc.gov.uk/data/23745574-3756-40ef-81cd-e6fea30decc0/habitat-management-for-bats.pdf
http://downloads.gigl.org.uk/website/Managing%20Trees%20and%20Woodlands%20for%20Bats%20in%20London.pdf
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Bats & Lighting 
Guidelines/Resources Keywords Organisation Year Region 

Bats and Artificial Lighting 
Symposium Link 

Bats, light, 
artificial lighting 

BCT, ARUP, 
Kingfisher Lighting 

2019 UK 

Bats and Artificial Lighting in 
the UK Link 

Bats, light, 
artificial lighting 

BCT, ILP 2018 UK 

Guidelines for consideration  
of bats in lighting projects 
Link 

Bats, light, 
artificial lighting 

EUROBATS 2018 Europe 

Protecting bats in waterside 
development Link 

Bats, lighting, 
waterside, 
waterways, 
river 

WaterSpace 
project, Bath & 
North East 
Somerset Council 

2018 Bath & North 
East 
Somerset 

Bats and Lighting Link Bats, light, 
artificial lighting 

Leicestershire and 
Rutland 
Environmental 
Records Centre 
(LRERC) 

2014 Leicestershire 
and Rutland 

 

Top 

 

 

  

https://cdn.bats.org.uk/images/Lighting-Symposium-complete-low-res.pdf?mtime=20200506095932&focal=none
https://theilp.org.uk/publication/guidance-note-8-bats-and-artificial-lighting/
https://www.eurobats.org/sites/default/files/documents/publications/publication_series/WEB_DIN_A4_EUROBATS_08_ENGL_NVK_28022019.pdf
https://www.bathnes.gov.uk/sites/default/files/sitedocuments/Environment/ba306_bath_bats_and_lighting_guide_10_june_2018.pdf
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/field/pdf/2016/8/22/LRERC_Bats_lighting.pdf
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Biodiversity Net Gain 
Guidelines/Resources Keywords Organisation Year Region 

Biodiversity Net Gain: Good 
Practice Principles for 
Development, A Practical 
Guide Link 

BNG, net gain, 
biodiversity net gain 

CIEEM, IEMA, CIRIA 2019 UK 

Biodiversity Net Gain: Good 
Practice Principles for 
Development Case Studies  
Link 

BNG, net gain, 
biodiversity net gain, 
case studies 

CIEEM, IEMA, CIRIA 2019 UK 

The Biodiversity Metric 2.0 
Link 

BNG, net gain, 
biodiversity net gain, 
metric 

Natural England, 
DEFRA 

2019 UK 

Biodiversity Net Gain: Good 
Practice Principles for 
Development  
Link 

BNG, net gain, 
biodiversity net gain 

CIEEM, IEMA, CIRIA 2016 UK 

 

Top 

 

  

https://cieem.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/C776a-Biodiversity-net-gain.-Good-practice-principles-for-development.-A-practical-guide-web.pdf
https://cieem.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/C776b-Case-studies.pdf
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5850908674228224#:~:text=The Biodiversity Metric 2.0 provides,the original Defra biodiversity metric.
https://cieem.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Biodiversity-Net-Gain-Principles.pdf
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Birds 
Guidelines/Resources Keywords Organisation Year Region 

Wild birds: surveys and 
mitigation for development 
projects Link 

Birds, surveys, 
mitigation, methods, 
avoidance, 
mitigation, 
compensation, 
licensing, standing 
advice 

Natural England 
and DEFRA 

2015 England 

Wild birds: protection and 
licences Link 

Birds, avoidance, 
licensing 

Natural England 
and DEFRA 

2015 England 

The peregrine falcon in inner 
London and factors affecting 
its existence in urban London 
Link 

Peregrine falcons, 
nests, London 

LNHS 2014 London 

Wild birds and the law - a 
plain guide to bird protection 
today Link 

Wild birds, 
protection, law 

RSPB 2010 England 
& Wales 

Best Practice Guidelines -
Artificial Bank Creation for 
Sand Martins and Kingfishers 
Link 

Sand martins, 
kingfishers, best 
practice, case studies 

Environment 
Agency 

2001 UK 

Black Redstart – Advice for its 
conservation in London Link 

Black redstart, 
London 

London Wildlife 
Trust 

- London 

Peregrine Falcons – provision 
of artificial nest sites on built 
structures Link  

Peregrine falcons, 
artificial nests, 
London 

London 
Biodiversity 
Partnership 

- London 

Peregrine falcons an advice 
note about nesting on 
buildings in London Link 

Peregrine falcons, 
nests, London 

Natural England - London 

Black Redstart Link 
Site Survey and Evaluation 
Link 

Black redstart, 
London 

  London 

 

Top 

  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/wild-birds-surveys-and-mitigation-for-development-projects
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/wild-birds-protection-surveys-and-licences
http://lnhs.org.uk/Publications/LBR2014/LBR2014_The_Peregrine_Falcon_in_Inner_London.pdf
https://www.rspb.org.uk/globalassets/downloads/documents/positions/wild-birds-and-the-law/wild-birds-and-the-law---a-plain-guide-to-bird-protection-today.pdf
http://downloads.gigl.org.uk/website/artificial_bank_creation.pdf
http://downloads.gigl.org.uk/website/black_redstart_advice_note.pdf
http://downloads.gigl.org.uk/website/peregrine_nest-box_advice.pdf
http://downloads.gigl.org.uk/website/peregrines_advice.pdf
https://www.blackredstarts.org.uk/
https://www.blackredstarts.org.uk/pages/sitesurvey.html
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Dormice 
Guidelines/Resources Keywords Organisation Year Region 

Hazel or common dormice: 
surveys and mitigation for 
development projects Link 

Dormouse, dormice, 
survey, hazel, impact, 
mitigation, 
compensation, 
standing advice 

Standing Advice, 
Natural England 

2015 England 

Dormouse: European 
protected species Note 
SIN005 Link 

Dormouse, dormice, 
hazel 

Natural England 2007 England 
& Wales 

Interim Guidance on 
Managing Woodlands with 
Dormice in England Link 

Dormouse, dormice, 
survey 

Forestry 
Commission, 
Natural England 

2007 England 

The Dormouse Conservation 
Handbook Link 

Dormouse, dormice, 
survey 

Natural England  2006 England 
& Wales 

 

Top 

 

  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/hazel-or-common-dormice-surveys-and-mitigation-for-development-projects
http://adlib.everysite.co.uk/resources/000/250/283/SIN005.pdf
https://cieem.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Forestry-Commission-2007-Guidance-on-managing-woodlands-with-dormice-in-England.pdf
https://cieem.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Dormouse-Conservation-Handbook.pdf
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Ecological Consultants, professional standards and ecological reports 
Guidelines/Resources Keywords Organisation Year Region 

Guidance on Ecological Survey 
and Assessment in the UK 
During the Covid-19 Outbreak 
(Version 3) (Published 29 June 
2020) Link 
General Link 

Covid-19, Coronavirus, 
ecological surveys, 
surveys, ecologist, 
consultant 

CIEEM  
 

2020 UK 

Guidelines for Accessing and 
Using Biodiversity Data in the 
UK Link 

Biodiversity data, data, 
standards, ecologist, 
consultant 

CIEEM 2020 UK 

Ecological Impact Assessment 
(EcIA) Checklist Link 

EcIA, Ecological Impact 
Assessment, Report, 
ecologist, consultant 

CIEEM, ALGE 2019 UK 

Advice note on the Lifespan of 
Ecological Reports and 
Surveys Link 

Ecological reports, 
lifespan, validity, 
surveys, ecologist, 
consultant 

CIEEM 2019 UK 

Biodiversity Data Search 
Guidance for Ecological 
Consultants Link 

Biodiversity data, data, 
standards, ecologist, 
consultant 

Partnership for 
Biodiversity in 
Planning 

2019 UK 

Guidelines for Ecological 
Impact Assessment in the UK 
and Ireland (EcIA) Link 

EcIA, Ecological Impact 
Assessment, Report, 
ecologist, consultant 

CIEEM 2018 UK 

Guide to Ecological Surveys 
and Their Purpose Link 

Preliminary Ecological 
Appraisal, PEA, PEAR, 
ecological report, 
report, survey, phase 
1, EcIA, Ecological 
Impact Assessment, 
phase 2, Habitat 
Regulations 
Assessment, HRA, 
Environmental Impact 
Assessment, EIA, 
ecologist, consultant 

CIEEM 2017 UK 

Guidelines for Preliminary 
Ecological Appraisal, Second 
edition Link 

PEA, PEAR, ecology 
report, report, survey, 
ecologist, consultant 

CIEEM 2017 UK 

Guidelines for Ecological 
Report Writing, Second 
edition Link 

PEA, PEAR, ecology 
report, report, survey, 
ecologist, consultant 

CIEEM 2017 UK 

A Householders’ Guide to 
Engaging an Ecologist Link 

Ecologist, consultant, 
advice 

CIEEM 2016 UK 

Competencies for Species 
Survey (CSS) Link 

Competencies, 
standards, species, 
surveys 

CIEEM 2013 UK 

 

Top 

https://cieem.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/CIEEM-Guidance-on-Alternative-Approaches-UK-v3-FINAL.pdf
https://cieem.net/i-am/covid-19/
https://cieem.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Guidelines-for-Accessing-and-Using-Biodiversity-Data-March-2020.pdf
https://cieem.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/EcIA-Checklist.pdf
https://cieem.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Advice-Note.pdf
https://www.biodiversityinplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/BDS-Guidance-final.pdf
https://cieem.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/ECIA-Guidelines-2018-Terrestrial-Freshwater-Coastal-and-Marine-V1.1Update.pdf
https://cieem.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Guide-to-Ecological-Surveys-and-Their-Purpose-Dec2017.pdf
https://cieem.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Guidelines-for-Preliminary-Ecological-Appraisal-Jan2018-1.pdf
https://cieem.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Ecological-Report-Writing-Dec2017.pdf
https://cieem.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/A_Householders_Guide_to_Engaging_an_Ecologist_Jan_2016.pdf
https://cieem.net/resource/competencies-for-species-survey-css/
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Flora/ Plants 
Guidelines/Resources Keywords Organisation Year Region 

Plants: surveys and mitigation 
for development projects Link 

Plants, protection, 
survey, mitigation, 
compensation 

Natural England, 
DEFRA 

2015 England 

Planting for Biodiversity: 
Guidelines for Planting 
Projects in the Countryside 
Link 

Planting  Flora Locale 2008 UK 

Plants for wildlife-friendly 
gardens Link 

Plants, planting, 
wildlife, gardens 

Natural England 2007 England 

Trees useful to bees Link Trees, bees, 
pollinators, plants, 
planting, gardens 

The British 
Beekeepers 
Association 

2007 UK 

RHS Plants for Pollinators Link Plants, planting, 
wildlife, gardens, 
pollinators 

The Royal 
Horticultural 
Society 

 UK 

How to make a hedge for 
wildlife Link 

Hedge, wildlife, 
planting, plants 

The Wildlife Trusts  UK 

 

Top 

 

  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/protected-plants-protection-surveys-and-licences
https://cieem.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Go-native-Planting-for-biodiversity-Flora-locale-good-practice-guidelines.pdf
http://www.wlgf.org/neplants.pdf
https://www.bbka.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=64945c18-6997-4c69-8c75-d6acc405dc7d
https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/conservation-biodiversity/wildlife/plants-for-pollinators
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/how-make-hedge-wildlife
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Green Infrastructure 
Guidelines/Resources Keywords Organisation Year Region 

Green Infrastructure and 
biodiversity Link 

Green Infrastructure, 
GI 

PERFECT Interreg 
Europe project 

2020 Europe 

Strategic Green Infrastructure 
and Ecosystem Restoration 
Link  

Green Infrastructure, 
GI, restoration 

European 
Commission 

2019 Europe 

Green Infrastructure – Guide 
for Municipalities Link 

Green Infrastructure, 
GI 

PERFECT Interreg 
Europe project 

2018 London, 
Europe 

Planning for green 
infrastructure – the green 
space factor and learning 
from Europe Link 

Green Infrastructure, 
GI 

PERFECT Interreg 
Europe project 

2018 London, 
Europe 

Urban Greening Factor for 
London Research Report Link 

Urban Greening 
Factor, Green 
Infrastructure, GI 

The Ecology 
Consultancy, 
Greater London 
Authority 

2017 London 

Greater London Authority – 
Green Infrastructure Link 

Green Infrastructure, 
GI 

Greater London 
Authority 

 London 

Green Infrastructure 
Partnership Link 

Green Infrastructure, 
GI 

Town and Country 
Planning 
Association 

 UK 

Green Infrastructure Resource 
Library Link 

Green Infrastructure, 
GI 

Town and Country 
Planning 
Association 

 Global 

PERFECT project – Resource 
Library Link 

Green Infrastructure, 
GI 

PERFECT Interreg 
Europe project 

 Europe 

Town and Country Planning 
Association – Green 
Infrastructure Link 

Green Infrastructure, 
GI 

Town and Country 
Planning 
Association  

 UK 

 

Top 

 

  

https://www.interregeurope.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/tx_tevprojects/library/file_1585149195.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/strategic-green-infrastructure-and-ecosystem-restoration
https://www.interregeurope.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/tx_tevprojects/library/file_1572879107.pdf
https://www.interregeurope.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/tx_tevprojects/library/file_1551105810.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/urban_greening_factor_for_london_final_report.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/parks-green-spaces-and-biodiversity/green-infrastructure
https://www.tcpa.org.uk/pages/category/green-infrastructure-partnership
https://www.tcpa.org.uk/green-infrastructure-research-database
https://www.interregeurope.eu/perfect/library/
https://www.tcpa.org.uk/Pages/Category/green-infrastructure
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Habitats 
Guidelines/Resources Keywords Organisation Year Region 

Handbook for Phase 1 habitat 
survey Link 

Phase 1, habitat, 
survey 

JNCC 2016 UK 

UK Habitat Classification Link Habitat, classification eCountability, SLR, 
Bodsey Ecology, 
CEH 

 UK 

 

Ancient woodland, ancient trees & veteran trees 
Guidelines/Resources Keywords Organisation Year Region 

Planning for Ancient 
Woodland – Planners’ Manual 
for Ancient Woodland and 
Veteran Trees Link 

Ancient woodland, 
ancient trees, 
veteran trees 

Woodland Trust 2019 England 

Ancient woodland, ancient 
trees and veteran trees: 
protecting them from 
development Link 

Ancient woodland, 
ancient trees, 
veteran trees 

Forestry 
Commission, 
Natural England 

2018 England 

 

Top 

 

  

http://data.jncc.gov.uk/data/9578d07b-e018-4c66-9c1b-47110f14df2a/Handbook-Phase1-HabitatSurvey-Revised-2016.pdf
https://ecountability.co.uk/ukhabworkinggroup-ukhab/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/media/3731/planners-manual-for-ancient-woodland.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-and-veteran-trees-protection-surveys-licences
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Hedgehogs 
Guidelines/Resources Keywords Organisation Year Region 

Hedgehogs and development 
Link 

Hedgehogs, survey, 
avoidance, 
mitigation, 
compensation 

PTES & British 
Hedgehog 
Preservation 
Society 

2019 UK 

The state of Britain’s 
Hedgehogs 2018 Link 

Hedgehogs Hedgehog Street 
(PTES & British 
Hedgehog 
Preservation 
Society) 

2018 UK 

Conservation Strategy for 
West-European Hedgehog 
(Erinaceus europaeus) in the 
United Kingdom (2015-2025) 
Link 

Hedgehogs, 
conservation 

Hedgehog Street 
(PTES & British 
Hedgehog 
Preservation 
Society) 

2018 UK 

 

Top 

  

https://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/developers-1.pdf
https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/SoBH-2018_final-1.pdf
https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Hedgehog-10-year-strategy-master-document-v5.pdf
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Herpetofauna (Reptiles & Amphibians) 
(common frog, common toad, great crested newt, smooth newt, palmate newt, slow-worm, 

common lizard, grass snake and adder) 

Guidelines/Resources Keywords Organisation Year Region 

Reptiles: surveys and 
mitigation for development 
projects Link 

Reptiles, snakes, 
lizards, surveys, 
mitigation, methods, 
avoidance, 
mitigation, 
compensation, 
translocation, 
standing advice 

Standing advice, 
Natural England 
and DEFRA 

2015 England 

Surveying for reptiles – Tips, 
techniques and skills to help 
you survey for reptiles Link 

Reptiles, snakes, 
lizards, surveys, 
refugia 

Froglife 2015 UK 

Amphibians & Reptiles Atlas 
Link  

Reptiles, amphibians, 
snakes, lizards, frogs, 
newts, atlas, London 

Amphibian and 
Reptile 
Conservation, 
London Wildlife 
Trust, GiGL, London 
Amphibian and 
Reptile Group 
(LARG) 

2012 London 

Amphibian Habitat 
Management Handbook Link 

Amphibians, frogs, 
newts, habitat 
management 

Amphibian and 
Reptile 
Conservation 

2011 Great 
Britain 

Common toads and roads -
Guidance for planners and 
highways engineers in 
England Link 

Common toads, 
roads 

Amphibian and 
Reptile 
Conservation 

2011 England 

Guidance on Building 
Development (England) With 
Respect to Amphibians and 
Reptiles Link 

Reptiles, amphibians, 
snakes, lizards, frogs, 
newts, building 
development 

Amphibian and 
Reptile 
Conservation 

2010 England 

Reptile Habitat Management 
Handbook Link 

Reptiles, snakes, 
lizards, habitat 
management 

Amphibian and 
Reptile 
Conservation 

2010 Great 
Britain 

Reptiles: guidelines for 
developers Link 

Reptiles, snakes, 
lizards, surveys, 
mitigation, 
compensation 

English Nature 2004 England 

Common Standards 
Monitoring Guidance for 
Reptiles and Amphibians Link 

Reptiles, amphibians, 
snakes, lizards, frogs, 
newts, monitoring, 
standards 

JNCC 2004 Great 
Britain 

Froglife Advice Sheet 10: 
reptile survey Link 

Reptiles, snakes, 
lizards, surveys, 
refugia 

Froglife 1999 Great 
Britain 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/reptiles-protection-surveys-and-licences
https://www.froglife.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/Reptile-survey-booklet-3mm-bleed.pdf
https://www.gigl.org.uk/atlas/amphibians-reptiles-atlas/
https://www.arc-trust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=8b3624ae-3aec-4f00-a362-f41d70fe450c
https://www.arc-trust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=2590c9bf-f39c-4180-8b9f-f32ca13c15ef
https://www.arc-trust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=cd0b787f-22fd-4aa9-989d-571ab0299f99
https://www.arc-trust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=e32fe83a-fd68-4046-80b4-445708346803
https://www2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/environmentandplanning/countryside/protectedspecies/reptilesguidelinesdevelopers.pdf
http://data.jncc.gov.uk/data/43e8e8ed-5f05-4613-a277-f116b34829f4/CSM-ReptilesAmphibians-2004.pdf
http://bailey.persona-pi.com/Public-Inquiries/M4-Newport/C%20-%20Core%20Documents/11.%20Ecology%20and%20Nature%20Conservation/11.3.3%20-%20Froglife%20Froglife%20Advice%20Sheet%2010%20reptile%20survey.%20Froglife%2C%20London.%201999.pdf
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Great Crested Newts 

Guidelines/Resources Keywords Organisation Year Region 

Great crested newts: surveys 
and mitigation for 
development projects Link 

GCN, Great crested 
newt, survey, 
mitigation, impacts, 
mitigation, 
compensation, 
licence, standing 
advice 

Standing Advice, 
Natural England 

2015 England 

Great Crested Newt Habitat 
Suitability Index (HIS) Link 

GCN, Great crested 
newt, habitat 
suitability index 

Amphibian and 
Reptile Groups of 
the United 
Kingdom 

2010 Great 
Britain 

Great Crested Newt 
Conservation Handbook Link 

GCN, Great crested 
newt, survey, 
conservation 

Froglife 2001 Great 
Britain 

Great Crested Newt 
Mitigation Guidelines Link 

GCN, Great crested 
newt, survey, 
mitigation 

Natural England  2001 England 

 

Top  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/great-crested-newts-surveys-and-mitigation-for-development-projects
https://www.arguk.org/get-involved/projects-surveys/great-crested-newt-habitat-suitability-index
https://www.froglife.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/GCN-Conservation-Handbook_compressed.pdf
http://mokrady.wbs.cz/literatura_ke_stazeni/great_crested_newt_mitigation_guidelines.pdf
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Invasive species 
Guidelines/Resources Keywords Organisation Year Region 

Invasive non-native (alien) 
animal species: rules in 
England and Wales Link 

Invasive species, 
non-native, animals 

DEFRA 2020 England 
& Wales 

Invasive non-native (alien) 
plant species: rules in England 
and Wales Link 

Invasive species, 
non-native, plants 

DEFRA, Animal and 
Plant Health 
Agency 

2020 England 
& Wales 

Stop invasive non-native 
plants from spreading Link 

Invasive species, 
non-native 

Natural England, 
DEFRA, 
Environment 
Agency 

2019 England 

Prevent Japanese knotweed 
from spreading Link 

Japanese knotweed, 
management 

Environment 
Agency, Natural 
England, DEFRA, 

2018 England 
& Wales 

The Great Britain Invasive 
Non-native Species Strategy 
Link 

Invasive species, 
non-native species 

The Great Britain 
Non-native Species 
Secretariat 

2015 Great 
Britain 

The knotweed code of 
practice – Managing Japanese 
knotweed on development 
sites Link (withdrawn) 

Japanese knotweed, 
management 

Environment 
Agency 

2013 England 

Check Clean Dry Link Invasive species, 
non-native, rivers, 
waterways 

The Great Britain 
Non-native Species 
Secretariat 

 Great 
Britain 

List of invasive Species of 
Concern Link 

Invasive species, 
non-native, species 
of concern, London 

London Invasive 
Species Initiative 

 London 

London Invasive Species 
Initiative website – Planning & 
Development Link 

Invasive species, 
non-native species, 
London 

London Invasive 
Species Initiative 

 London 

Property Care Association 
membership – Invasive Weed 
Control Link 

Invasive species, 
non-native 

Property Care 
Association 

 UK 

 

Top 

 

  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/invasive-non-native-alien-animal-species-rules-in-england-and-wales
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/invasive-non-native-alien-plant-species-rules-in-england-and-wales
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/prevent-the-spread-of-harmful-invasive-and-non-native-plants
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/prevent-japanese-knotweed-from-spreading
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/455526/gb-non-native-species-strategy-pb14324.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/536762/LIT_2695.pdf
http://www.nonnativespecies.org/checkcleandry/index.cfm
http://www.londonisi.org.uk/what-and-where/species-of-concern/
http://www.londonisi.org.uk/planning-development/
https://www.property-care.org/homeowners/invasive-weed-control/
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Invertebrates 
Guidelines/Resources Keywords Organisation Year Region 

Good planning practice for 
invertebrates: protection Link 

Invertebrates, 
protection, best 
practice 

Buglife 2015 England 

Good planning practice for 
invertebrates: surveys Link 

Invertebrates, 
surveys, best practice 

Buglife 2015 UK 

Good planning practice: when 
should a planning authority 
request an invertebrate 
survey? Link 

Invertebrates, 
surveys, best practice 

Buglife 2015 UK 

Invertebrates: surveys and 
mitigation for development 
projects Link 

Invertebrates, 
surveys, mitigation, 
standing advice 

Standing advice, 
Natural England 
and DEFRA 

2015 England 

Invertebrates – Policy and 
Legislation Summary Link 

Invertebrates, policy, 
legislation 

Buglife 2014 UK 

Creating green roofs for 
invertebrates – A Best 
practice guide Link 

Invertebrates, green 
roofs, 
enhancements, 
mitigation 

Buglife 2012 UK, 
London 

Common Standards  
Monitoring Guidance for 
Terrestrial and freshwater 
invertebrates Link 

Invertebrates, 
standards, 
monitoring, guidance 

JNCC 2008 UK 

Stag beetle an advice note for 
its conservation in London 
Link 

Stag beetle, 
management, 
compensation, 
conditions 

London Wildlife 
Trust 

2000 London 

 

Top 

 

  

https://cdn.buglife.org.uk/2019/07/Invertebrate-Protection-England-07.03.14_0.pdf
https://cdn.buglife.org.uk/2019/07/Good-practice-planning-surveys.pdf
https://cdn.buglife.org.uk/2019/07/Good-practice-planning-LPAs.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/protected-invertebrates-protection-surveys-and-licences
https://cdn.buglife.org.uk/2019/07/Policy-and-legislation-summary-final-2014_0.pdf
https://cdn.buglife.org.uk/2019/07/Creating-Green-Roofs-for-Invertebrates_Best-practice-guidance.pdf
http://data.jncc.gov.uk/data/80873e1e-63eb-44a0-925c-b5edec5fa3fd/CSM-TerrestrialFreshwaterInvertebrates-2008.pdf
http://downloads.gigl.org.uk/website/stag_advice.pdf
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Other 
Guidelines/Resources Keywords Organisation Year Region 

Natural Capital and 
Biodiversity:  A Briefing Note 
for Ecologists and 
Environmental Managers Link 

Natural capital CIEEM 2019 England 

Natural Capital and 
Biodiversity:  A Briefing Note 
for Policy-Makers Link 

Natural capital CIEEM 2019 England 

Homes for people and wildlife 
– How to build housing in a 
nature-friendly way Link 

Wildlife, building, 
nature-friendly 

London Wildlife 
Trust 

2018 UK 

London Environment Strategy 
– Appendix 2: Evidence base 
Link  [Appendix 2A & 2B 
Priority species and habitats] 

London, priority 
species, priority 
habitats 

Mayor of 
London 

2018 London 

Permitted Development 
Rights and Biodiversity Advice 
Note Link 

Permitted 
development 

CIEEM, ALGE 2017 England 

Guidance Document 
Conservation of Tidal Thames 
Fish through the Planning 
Process Link 

Tidal Thames, Fish ZSL 2016 London 
(Tidal 
Thames 
between 
Teddington 
Lock and 
Gravesend) 

Planning for Biodiversity? Are 
development proposals being 
informed by appropriate data 
on species and habitats? Link 

Planning, 
biodiversity, data, 
planning applications 

Mayor of 
London 

2016 London 

Ecological Capacity and 
Competence in English 
Planning Authorities – What is 
needed to deliver statutory 
obligations for biodiversity? 
Link 

Ecological capacity, 
competencies, 
statutory obligations 

ALGE 2013 England 

Planning naturally Spatial 
planning with nature in mind: 
in the UK and beyond  
Link 

Planning, spatial 
planning, nature 

RSPB, RTPI, 
CIEEM 

2013 UK 

Planning for Brownfield 
Biodiversity: A Best Practice 
Guide Link 

Brownfield, best 
practice 

Buglife 2009 UK 

Duty bound? Biodiversity 
conservation in London 
boroughs – expanding the 
agenda Link 

London, biodiversity 
conservation, case 
studies, biodiversity 
duty 

Natural 
England, 
London 
Biodiversity 
Partnership, 
Greater London 
Authority 

2008 London 

https://cieem.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/CIEEM-Natural-Capital-Briefing-for-EEMs-July2019-.pdf
https://cieem.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/CIEEM-Natural-Capital-Briefing-for-Policy-Makers-July2019.pdf
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/sites/default/files/2018-05/homes_for_people_and_wildlife_lr_-_spreads.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/les_appendix_2_-_evidence_base_0_0.pdf
https://cieem.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/PD_ADVICE_NOTE_March_2017.pdf
https://www.towerhabitats.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Tidal-Thames-Fish-Guidance-Document.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/biodiversity_and_planning_research_report_0.pdf
https://www.alge.org.uk/publications-and-reports/
https://cieem.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/planning-naturally.pdf
https://cdn.buglife.org.uk/2019/08/Planning-for-Brownfield-Biodiversity.pdf
http://downloads.gigl.org.uk/website/NERC%20Duty%20London%20Boroughs.pdf
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Biodiversity Data Needs for 
Local Authorities and National 
Park Authorities Link 

Biodiversity Data ALGE 2006 England 

Brownfield Hub Link Brownfield, 
management, case 
studies 

Buglife  UK 

London’s Local Planning 
Authorities Planning 
documents compilation Link 

Planning documents, 
Local plans, 
Biodiversity action 
plans, Policy maps, 
Environmental 
Strategy, 
Supplementary 
planning document 

GiGL 
(information 
compilation) 

 London 

Wildlife Assessment Check 
tool Link 

Wildlife assessment, 
tool 

Partnership for 
Biodiversity in 
Planning 

 UK 

 

Top 

 

  

https://www.alge.org.uk/publications-and-reports/
https://www.buglife.org.uk/resources/habitat-hub/brownfield-hub/
https://www.gigl.org.uk/planning-projects/planning-documents/
https://www.biodiversityinplanning.org/wildlife-assessment-check/
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Validation 
Guidelines/Resources Keywords Organisation Year Region 

Biodiversity Validation 
Checklist draft template Link 

Biodiversity 
validation checklist 

ALGE 2007 England 

 

Top 

  

https://www.alge.org.uk/publications-and-reports/
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Water voles 
Guidelines/Resources Keywords Organisation Year Region 

The Water Vole Mitigation 
Handbook Link 

Water vole, 
mitigation 

The Mammal 
Society 

2016 Great 
Britain 

Water voles: surveys and 
mitigation for development 
projects Link 

Water vole, survey, 
impact, avoidance, 
mitigation, 
compensation, 
licence, standing 
advice 

Standing advice, 
Natural England, 
DEFRA 

2015 England 

Water vole - Guidance for 
planners & developers Link 

Water vole, guidance Natural England 2001 England 

 

Top 

 

  

https://assets.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/water-vole-mitigation-guidance-2016.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/water-voles-protection-surveys-and-licences
http://downloads.gigl.org.uk/website/NE_watervoles.pdf
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Habitats Action Plans 
Guidelines/Resources Keywords Organisation Year Region 

Habitat Action Plan: Private 
Gardens Link  

Private gardens, 
action plan, London 

London Biodiversity 
Partnership 

2008 London 

Habitat Action Plan: Reedbeds 
Link  

Reedbeds, action 
plan, London 

London Biodiversity 
Partnership 

2007 London 

Habitat Action Plan: Acid 
Grassland Link  

Acid grassland 
action plan, London 

London Biodiversity 
Partnership 

2005 London 

Habitat Action Plan: Chalk 
Grassland Link 

Chalk Grassland, 
action plan, London 

London Biodiversity 
Partnership 

- London 

Habitat Action Plan: London 
Parks and Green Spaces Link 

parks, green spaces 
action plan, London 

London Biodiversity 
Partnership 

- London 

Habitat Action Plan: Rivers 
and streams Link  

Rivers, streams 
action plan, London 

London Biodiversity 
Partnership 

- London 

Habitat Action Plan: Standing 
water Link 

standing water, 
action plan, London 

London Biodiversity 
Partnership 

- London 

Habitat Action Plan: 
Wasteland Link 

wasteland, action 
plan, London 

London Biodiversity 
Partnership 

- London 

Habitat Action Plan: 
Woodland Link 

woodland, action 
plan, London 

London Biodiversity 
Partnership 

- London 

 

Top 

  

http://downloads.gigl.org.uk/website/Private%20Garden%20HAP-%20March%2008.pdf
http://downloads.gigl.org.uk/website/Reedbed%20HAP.pdf
http://downloads.gigl.org.uk/website/Acid%20Grassland%20LBP%20HAP.pdf
http://downloads.gigl.org.uk/website/Chalk%20Grassland%20Action%20Plan.pdf
http://downloads.gigl.org.uk/website/London%20Parks%20and%20Green%20Spaces%20Habitat%20Action%20Plan.pdf
http://downloads.gigl.org.uk/website/R&S%20HAP.%20FINAL%20VERSION.pdf
http://downloads.gigl.org.uk/website/SWHAP-FINAL-17-03-08.pdf
http://downloads.gigl.org.uk/website/final%20wasteland.pdf
http://downloads.gigl.org.uk/website/final%20woodland.pdf
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Species Action Plans 
Guidelines/Resources Keywords Organisation Year Region 

Species Action Plan: Reptiles 
Link 

Reptiles, snakes, 
lizards, action plan, 
London 

London Biodiversity 
Partnership 

2005 London 

Species Action Plan: Bats Link  Bats, action plan, 
London 

London Biodiversity 
Partnership 

- London 

Species Action Plan: Black 
Poplar Link 

Black poplar, action 
plan, London 

London Biodiversity 
Partnership 

- London 

Species Action Plan: Black 
Redstart Link  

Black redstart, 
action plan, London 

London Biodiversity 
Partnership 

- London 

Species Action Plan: Grey 
Heron Link  

Grey heron, action 
plan, London 

London Biodiversity 
Partnership 

- London 

Species Action Plan: House 
Sparrow Link  

House sparrow, 
action plan, London 

London Biodiversity 
Partnership 

- London 

Species Action Plan: Mistletoe 
Link  

Mistletoe, action 
plan, London 

London Biodiversity 
Partnership 

- London 

Species Action Plan: Sand 
Martin Link  

Sand martins, action 
plan, London 

London Biodiversity 
Partnership 

- London 

Species Action Plan: Stag 
beetle Link 

Stag beetle, action 
plan, London 

London Biodiversity 
Partnership 

- London 

Species Statement for Adder 
Link  

Adder, London London Biodiversity 
Partnership 

- London 

 

Top 

 

http://downloads.gigl.org.uk/website/Reptiles%20LBP%20SAP.pdf
http://downloads.gigl.org.uk/website/London%20Bats%20SAP.pdf
http://downloads.gigl.org.uk/website/Black%20Poplar%20LBAPRevised.pdf
http://downloads.gigl.org.uk/website/final%20black%20redstart.pdf
http://downloads.gigl.org.uk/website/final%20heron.pdf
http://downloads.gigl.org.uk/website/Sparrow%20Action%20Plan.pdf
http://downloads.gigl.org.uk/website/Mistletoe%20Action%20Plan.pdf
http://downloads.gigl.org.uk/website/Sand%20Martin%20Action%20Plan.pdf
http://downloads.gigl.org.uk/website/Stag%20Beetle%20Action%20Plan.pdf
http://downloads.gigl.org.uk/website/Adder%20Statement%20download.pdf

