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1.  Introduction

The London Habitat Suitability Maps identify areas, which would give the best benefit to biodiversity if used to create nine BAP priority habitats in London
.   
For each habitat type, they identify areas where existing habitat in acceptable condition could be expanded without detriment to other important habitats.

The maps also identify other areas that have suitable ecological conditions for the creation of new habitat.  These areas do not contain existing BAP habitat in acceptable condition that could act as a starting point for expansion, but they may include poor condition (relict) habitat that can be restored. 

To aid in the creation of habitat networks, existing habitat of acceptable condition is also shown.

Only ecological criteria have been taken into account in defining these areas.  The maps do not take account of factors such as land use, ownership and management, which will in practice affect the feasibility of restoring or creating habitats in the areas identified

2.  Understanding the Maps

2.1 What the Maps Show
The maps were created using data from the Greenspace Information for Greater London (GiGL) partnership and are based on GLA Open Space and Habitat Survey parcels; in most cases the areas identified for habitat creation occupy only part of a parcel. A spreadsheet accompanying each map gives an overview of the suitable area per borough. More detailed site information is available to GiGL partners.
Parcels are classified according to:

(a) Presence and condition of existing BAP habitat 

· The condition of any existing habitat in the parcel is assessed using criteria set in the London Biodiversity Partnership’s Habitat Condition Assessment exercise (2008) 
. A suite of indicator species and habitat features is used to indicate habitat condition. A summary of the condition assessment criteria used for each habitat can be found in the table in section 6 (second column). 

· Sites that pass the minimum criteria for condition (average or better) are identified as existing acceptable condition BAP habitat; sites that fail the minimum criteria are identified as poor condition (i.e. relict) habitat. 

and

(b) 
Potential for creation of new BAP habitat
Identified according to criteria set by the London Biodiversity Partnership that assess whether:

· the parcel has space for new habitat, i.e.  some areas could be converted into the new habitat, without losing existing priority habitats.

· environmental conditions are suitable for the new habitat.
This results in three colour-coded categories for each habitat i.e.:

Pink:  Suitable for expanding existing BAP habitat. Existing acceptable condition BAP habitat, plus potential for creation of new habitat in parcel. 

Brown:  Suitable for creating new and/or restoring relict habitat. No existing acceptable condition BAP habitat of the same type found in parcel but potential for creation of new habitat and/or restoration of poor condition (relict) habitat.
Blue:  Existing BAP habitat without potential for expanding. Existing acceptable condition BAP habitat, but no apparent potential for creation of new habitat. 
2.2 Other Factors

The maps are indicative, i.e. they show areas where the available data suggest that there may be potential for habitat creation.  The actual potential for habitat creation on the ground will be affected by a range of other factors, including:

· local environmental factors -- some notable examples are listed in the table (last column)

· the biodiversity value of non-BAP habitats, since replacing them may not always be desirable

· land use, ownership and management
Thus, maps must always be ground-truthed and should be used with the advice of a qualified ecologist.  Borough ecologists and the London HAP groups can be contacted for advice and guidance on the suitability of particular areas for habitat creation.
In addition, a parcel may be suitable for the creation/ restoration of more than one habitat and a decision might need to be taken as to which is most appropriate for any particular site. The detailed site information, which is available to GiGL partners, indicates where a site has been identified as being suitable for multiple habitats.
The maps should be used in conjunction with other datasets that can further refine the suitability area for the location(s) you are interested in (e.g. Land use data, AODs; London IBDA; Green Grid). Greenspace Information for Greater London (GiGL) can undertake such refinements.
3.  Uses

The maps are a powerful tool to aid delivery of the habitat targets in the London Plan, which constitute London's share of the UK BAP targets. 

Boroughs can use the maps in the following ways:

· when developing borough BAPs, as an aid in identifying the best areas to deliver local BAP targets and contribute to the London regional and UK targets for habitat increase

· in spatial planning documents (this will usually involve strong links between LDFs and borough BAPs) 

· in development control, to specify which habitats to create when landscaping development on existing open space

They will thus be a powerful tool to help boroughs fulfil the biodiversity duty under the NERC Act 2006, and to aid compliance with PPS 9.

The HAP groups and the London Biodiversity Partnership will also use the maps in a dialogue with boroughs, to focus resources for habitat creation and restoration within the London Integrated Biodiversity Delivery Area and Landscape Scale Project Areas.  
4.  Formats and Availability
The maps were created using data from the Greenspace Information for Greater London (GiGL) partnership.
Overview information is available as maps and spreadsheet downloads from www.gigl.org.uk 
Full site information is available to GiGL partners, under the standard data use license. The models will be updated regularly on behalf of LBP, will be re-supplied to GiGL partners accordingly, and may not be reproduced without permission.

GiGL can provide the maps in other formats (e.g. GIS) or for selected areas and can also provide additional interpretation, taking into account socio-economic, land use or other factors, under existing Service Level Agreements.

5.  Credits

Based upon data model produced and hosted by Greenspace Information for Greater London (www.GiGL.org.uk), for the London Biodiversity Partnership’s Regional Delivery Framework

6.  Table: Summary of Criteria for Creation of Individual Habitats
	Priority Habitat to be created
	Methodology for assessing condition of existing BAP habitat
	Methodology for assessing habitat suitability: Parcels with the following combination of characteristics are identified as having being suitable for creation of new BAP habitat or restoration of relict habitat

	Relevant local factors not included in criteria (this is not an exhaustive list)

	
	
	Soils/Geology
	Water bodies
	Existing Habitats (could be converted into priority habitat)
	Other
	

	Acid grassland
	Based on Farm Environment Plan methodology with adjustments to take account of how data was collected.

There are 3 possible conditions for Species-Rich acid grassland: A, B or C.
	Suitable soil geology


	
	Secondary woodland or any non-priority habitat
	Mike Waite heathland creation sites
	Soil pH

	Chalk grassland
	Based on Farm Environment Plan methodology with adjustments to take account of how data was collected.

There are 3 possible conditions for Species-Rich calcareous grassland: A, B or C.
	Suitable soil geology - Chalk substrate
	
	Secondary woodland or any non-priority habitat
	
	

	Floodplain Grazing Marsh
	Based on Farm Environment Plan methodology with adjustments to take account of how data was collected.

3 possible conditions: Good, Average, Poor
	
	Within 200 m of a river or stream
	Grasslands (neutral, improved, herb-rich or amenity grassland; or Secondary woodland or scrub containing areas of wet grassland or grassland with flush)
	
	Elevation 

Barriers to flooding

	Heathland
	Based on Farm Environment Plan methodology with adjustments to take account of how data was collected.

3 possible conditions for Species-Rich Heathland: A, B or C.
	Suitable soil geology 
	
	Secondary woodland or any non-priority habitat
	
	Soil pH 

Soil P index

	Lowland Meadow
	Based on Farm Environment Plan methodology with adjustments to take account of how data was collected.

2 possible conditions: Good or Poor
	
	
	Secondary woodland or any non-priority habitat, with some Lowland Meadow component in the parcel
	
	

	Reedbed
	Methodology defined by Standing water HAP group, taking into account size, species present and conservation designation of site.

4 possible conditions: Excellent, Good, Average or Poor
	
	Water body > 0.25 ha
	
	Reedbed occupies less than a quarter of surface area of water body
	Water velocity, Presence of tidal defence walls Availability of beds

	Rivers


	
	Based on the London Rivers action plan: http://www.therrc.co.uk/lrap.php 
	

	Standing Water (Ponds)
	Methodology defined by Standing water HAP group, taking into account presence of positive indicator species in habitat. 

Number of species determines if condition is Good, Average or Poor 
	
	
	Secondary woodland or non-priority grassland
	Parcels suitable for expanding existing BAP habitat also include those adjacent to parcels that contain standing water 
	Slope 

Local water sources

	Woodland
	Methodology defined by Woodland HAP group and is based on whether site is under active management.

2 possible conditions: Good (under active management) or Poor (management not known)
	
	
	Scrub, Scattered trees, Amenity grassland, Landfill sites, Brownfield sites, Native hedges, Bracken
	Parcel has not been identified for creation of other habitats
	


� Acid Grassland, Chalk Grassland, Floodplain Grazing Marsh, Heathland, Lowland Meadow, Reedbed, Rivers, Standing Water, Woodland


� For comprehensive information on the location and condition of existing habitats, refer to the Habitat Condition Assessment maps, which are also available from GiGL.
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